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Rishikimi i qytetit : Before & After
Para dhe pas The city revisited
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Vitet e regjimit komunist dhe vitet gé pasuan
pershkruhen né libra dhe kujtime, me etapa té
pércaktuara garté. Ajo gé mbijeton nga njé regjim né
tjetrin, pér njerézit, mbetet e paqarté. Pér disa, ata mé
té moshuarit, mbetet njé nostalgji, pér té tjerét, me té
rinjté, njé rrénim sentimental. Pér ata qé nuk e njohin, gé
kané lindur pas njé pragu historik dhe gé jetojné vetém
realitetet e reja, mbetet rreziku i kthimit mbrapa, né vend
té ndjeshmeérisé pérballé bérjes, evolucionit.

Mbetet sfida e kapjes sé detajeve té ndryshimit
pérmes pérvojés sé njé té mbijetuari -njé déshmitar
gé i ruajti kéto ndryshime né kujtesén e tij fotografike,
duke i bashkangjitur momentet e jetés sé tij me kujtesén
kolektive dhe pas vitit 1989 ndogi té njejtin pasion pér
dekada. Eshté me ndihmén e kétij déshmitari gé ky rréfim
i shkurtér u krijua dhe ne mund té pérdorim fotografité e
tij. Ai quhet Andrei Birsan.

Rasti i studimit éshté Bukureshti, pasi Andrei ka
jetuar né kété qytet pér gjithé jetén. Familja e tij vazhdon
ta eksplorojé kété qytet profesionalisht. Pér ne qgé
ishim 20 ose 25 vje¢ né 1989, realitetet e sotme ishin
té paimagjinueshme atéheré, si né aspektin e lirisé sé
shprehjes publike apo profesionale ashtu dhe té stilit té
jetesés té ndryshuar nga teknologjia dhe pérmirésimi i
komoditetitté pérditshémtésjelléngarritjaestandardeve
té jetesés. Jané dy boté té ndryshme gé u ndané né vitin
1989. Jo té gjithé ia dolén mbané né kété ndarje, pasi ka
breza gé nuk e kané marré veten kurré, as né aspektin
profesional dhe as né até shogéror. Ka nga ata gé jané
kapur né 40 apo 45 vitet e kétij ndryshimi té 1989-¢s.
Ata nuk mund té pérshtateshin. Ata jané pensionistét e
sotém, nostalgjiké pér kohén e nénshtrimit né kémbim
té pages.

Nga fotografité shihet lehtésisht imazhi i ndryshimit
rrénjésor té pérditshmérisé urbane té 30 viteve té
fundit, me té njgjtat vende, por me njé noté ndryshe té
sjelljes kolektive. Liri do té thoté té marrésh pérgjegjési
né cdo moshé, ndérsa nénshtrimi né kémbim té lirisé do
té thoté gé Partia té marré pérgjegjésiné pér ty. Ajo qé
po shohim sot éshté rezultat i marrjes sé pérgjegjésisé
nga individét dhe komunitetet e vogla: qytetet, rajonet
apo komunitetet lokale, degét profesionale, népérmjet
drejtuesve té tyre.
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Rishikimiiqytetit, paradhe pas njé viti ose pragu historik
té caktuar, mundtéjeté nje metodé e dobishme krahasuese
jo vetém pér studimin historik dhe antropologjik, por
vecanérisht pér pércaktimin dhe kuptimin e proceseve gé
ndodhin brenda natyrés njerézore, qé éshté gjithmoné
né kerkim té pérparimit, rehatise sé pérditshme, sigurisé
personale dhe asaj profesionale.



The vyears of the communist regime and the years that
followed are described in books and memoirs, with clearly
defined stages. What survives from one regime to the next,
from the human condition, remains unclear. For some, those
older, a nostalgia, for others, younger, a sentimental wreck.
For the unfamiliar, those born after a historical threshold,
and living only the new realities, there remains the danger
of regression, instead of empathy in the face of becoming,
of evolution.

There remains the challenge of capturing the detail of
change through the experience of a survivor — a witness
who preserved these changes in his photographic memory,
attaching his life moments to the collective memory and
continuing to pursue the same passion for decades after
1989. It is with the help of such a witness that this short
narrative is created and we make use of his photographs. His
name is Andrei Birsan.

Bucharest is the case study, as Andrei has always
lived in this city. His family continues to explore this city
professionally. For those of us approaching 20 or 25 years
old in 1989, the realities of today were unconceivable then,
both in terms of freedom of the public or professional
expression and the lifestyle modified by technology and the
improvement of daily comfort brought about by increased
living standards. They are two different worlds that separated
in 1989. Not everyone has succeeded in this separation, as
there are generations that have never recovered, neither
praofessionally nor socially. There are those who have been
caught up in the 40 or 45 years of this 1989 change. They
couldn't adapt. They are today's retirees, nostalgic for the
times of submission in exchange for peace.

From the photographs, the image of the radical change
of the urban everyday life for the last 30 years is easily seen,
with the same places, but in a different note of collective
behavior. Freedom means taking responsibility with each
age, while submission in exchange for freedom means the
Party taking responsibility for you. What we are seeing today
is the result of the assumption of responsibility by individuals
and small communities: cities, regions or local communities,
professional branches, through their leaders.

The city revisited, before and after a certain year or
historical threshold, can be a useful comparative method not
only for historical and anthropological study, but especially
for defining and understanding the processes at work
within human nature, perpetually longing for progress, daily
comfort, personal and professional security.

Adrian Majuru
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